#mcsartvigil

Presents




SeRual Assault '



WHAT IS SEXUAL VIOLENCE?
Sexual violence is any type of unwanted

sexual contact.

Victims often know the person who

sexually assaulted them.

6 out of 10 victims stated that the offender was
an intimate partner, other relative, a friend, or
an atguaintance.

Almaost 70% of sexual assaults reported to law
enforcement cccurred in the residence of the
wvictim, the offender, or another individual.

Offenders may use coercion, manipulation,
threats, or force to commit sexual violence.

REPORTING SEXUAL VIOLENCE:

Victims of sexual violence exhibit a spectrum of responses to the assault, which
can include: calm, hysteria, withdrawal, anger, apathy, denial, and shock.

There is no "right way" to react to being sexually assaulted. Assumptions about a way a victim
"shiould act" may be detrimental to the victim because each victim copes with the trauma of
the assault in different ways which can also vary over time.

About 70% of sexual assaults go unreported

Because a victim did not immediately report an assault or chooses not to report it at all does
not mean that the assault did not happen.







Montgomery County Correctional Facility

There are witnesses, bystanders, victims, and survivors who are incarcerated
and can not join this event in person, but who are still part of the community

who care and support sexual assault prevention and awareness.

We respectfully share their reflections of art and writing with you on their behalf...

Mon gmery
Comg[y, Md.



ndividuals at Montgomery County Correctional Facility Prese

‘EMBRACE YOUR VOICE’
REFLECTIONS

We all know someone or have been a part of sexual violence ourselves...
Through art and writing,
we are sharing our reflections on sexual violence

as a witness, bystander, victim or survivor... x

Our Voice Has Power!
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Apology Letter

| hope these words weigh down the sheet of paper on which they sit,
That they are heavy on the tongue and lips they are spoken from,
he weight of the world from the shoulders of your heart when you hear

the spot that stains your days with fear, the shadow that follows
whispering “worry” in your ear,

ckler in your head spewing hatred and hurt down

life is sacred, don‘t let ignorance an
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Unfortunate Reality

On her daily walk she was taking in the scenery.

A sudden transformation, a different dimension she was entering.

She was experiencing a shortness of breath;
panic arose when she realized it was a hand on her mouth,
and an arm across her chest.
of her clothes made her thrash about as if a fish e
eeling powerless in a time of despair.

anawoman, a hu
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Letter

this letter to inform you of all the killings you have committed.
ocence, you killed my childhood. You killed my self-worth,
st | had for love. You killed my belief that life is good.
s me. My life is over, you killed what made m
ing dead. I'm cold and | have zero e
trash.You must h i
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Respect Her — Or Else

a woman, a lady, the mother of civilization, please respect her as s
All life must come through her womb, please don’t touch.
Unless given permission, consensual intent.

difference, from you look nice today, c

crossing the line.
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I'm Sorry, I'm Sorry, I'm Sorry

I’'m sorry for all the pain | cause you,
I’'m sorry for all the hurt | cause you,

I'm sorry, I'm sorry, I'm sorry,

I’'m sorry if | made you cry,

I’'m sorry if | took your pride,

U

sorry, I'm sorry, I'm sor




LOVE AND MERCY
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Mental Slave

As the past becomes the future, she’s still mentally in chain.
The haunting memories trying to escape her mental maze.
Physically at ease, but morally in pain.
Striving for normalcy, as if legally insane.
Behavior estranged, lashing out in rage.

ows she’s constantly reliving
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Delicate Rose

aged petals on a delicate flower, Caused by the touch of a familiar bre

reeze strong enough to uproot trees, Destroy dreams and ignore pl
Pleas that plead for help, Help please she’s in need of help,
Her needs were deceived and dealt,
f greed they feed themselves, Hollow on the insid
irds that still soar, Sexual fulfillment what

men endure the reason thei
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Event Planning Committee and Sponsors

ery County Sexual Assault Response Team (SART)
ery County Victim Assistance and Sexual Assault Program (VASAP) and Victim Se
County Family Justice Center
ounty Commission for Women
nty State’s Attorney’s Office
Police Department

rtment of Correction and Rehabilitation
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